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1. EMPLOYMENT 
Oklahoma’s seasonally-adjusted unemployment rate rose by an additional 
0.4 percentage points in March to 5.9 percent, its highest level since July 
2003. While Oklahoma’s unemployment rate remains considerably below 
the national average of 8.5 percent, both the state and the nation have 
seen a 1.3 percentage point increase in just the past three months. The 
average number of first time claims for jobless benefits reached 4,970 in 
March, a 155 percent increase from a year ago. 

NUMBERS YOU NEED: 
Key Oklahoma Economic and Budget Trends: May 2009 

2. INFLATION 
The Consumer Price Index (CPI) for the South region rose by 0.3 percent in March, with food and energy prices both falling 
compared to February while other categories rose. Over the past 12 months, prices in the South decreased 0.3 percent, as 
sharply lower energy and transportation costs were offset by largely modest increases in other categories. 
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Sources: Bureau of Labor Statistics: http://www.bls.gov/news.release/laus.toc.htm; http://www.economagic.com/ ; Department of Labor: http://

ows.doleta.gov/unemploy/claims.asp. Employment and unemployment figures are seasonally-adjusted. 

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Consumer Price Index: for the South: ftp://ftp.bls.gov/pub/special.requests/atlanta/cpiso.txt 

3. BANKRUPTCIES 

The number of bankruptcies filed in Oklahoma courts in-
creased steadily over each quarter of 2008. For the year, 
there were 11,214 bankruptcy filings in the state, of which 
460 were by businesses and 10,764 by individuals. This rep-
resented a 23.0 percent increase compared to 2007.  Just 
under four in five bankruptcies were filed under Chapter 7 of 
the bankruptcy law, with most of the remaining cases filed 
under Chapter 13.  
 
Source: http://www.uscourts.gov/bnkrpctystats/statistics.htm#quarterly 
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Monthly Unemployment Rate, 
National and Oklahoma, Mar. 2007 to Mar. 2009

National Oklahoma

Oklahoma Mar‐08 Feb‐09 Mar‐09
Monthly  
Change

Annual  
Change

Total Non‐Farm Employment (in 000s) 1,592.8        1,584.4        1,574.7        (9.7)         (18.1)       

Unemployed (in 000s) 56.9 96.6 103.7 7.1 46.8

Unemployment Rate (%) 3.3 5.5 5.9 0.4 2.6

Initial UI Claims (Weekly Avg.) 1,949           4,705           4,970           264         3,020      

Continuing UI Claims (Weekly Avg). 14,341         35,243         37,571         2,328      23,230    
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Ban kru p tcies  Filed  in  O klah o ma, 
1st Q u arter 2006 to  4th  Q u arter 2008

I n f l a t i o n  ( C P I  ‐  A l l  U r b a n 1 2 ‐ m o n t h  %

C o n s u m e r s ,  S o u t h  R e g i o n ) M a r ‐ 0 9 F e b ‐ 0 9 J a n ‐ 0 9  C h a n g e
A l l  I t e m s 0 . 3 0 . 5 0 . 4 ‐ 0 . 3
F o o d  a n d  b e v e r a g e s ‐ 0 . 2 ‐ 0 . 1 0 . 4 4 . 7
H o u s i n g 0 . 1 0 . 1 0 . 5 2 . 5
A p p a r e l 3 . 3 2 . 5 ‐ 1 . 6 1 . 7
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 0 . 3 2 . 1 1 . 0 ‐ 1 4 . 9
M e d i c a l  c a r e 0 . 1 0 . 6 0 . 4 2 . 3
R e c r e a t io n 0 . 3 0 . 4 0 . 1 1 . 4
E d u c a t i o n  a n d  c o m m u n ic a t i o n 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 1 3 . 3
O t h e r  g o o d s  a n d  s e r v i c e s 3 . 5 0 . 2 0 . 1 5 . 9
E n e r g y ‐ 1 . 0 2 . 9 1 . 2 ‐ 2 2 . 2
A l l  i t e m s  l e s s  f o o d  a n d  e n e r g y 0 . 6 0 . 4 0 . 1 2 . 0

%  C h a n g e  f r o m  P r i o r  M o n t h



4. WORK SUPPORTS AND PUBLIC BENEFITS 
The impact of the economic downturn continues to be seen in growing enrollment in major public benefit programs. The num-
ber of Oklahomans participating in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (formerly Food Stamps) rose for the elev-
enth consecutive month in February, reaching 444,184, and is up 6.4 percent for the year. Participation in the SoonerCare 
health insurance program increased by over 3,400 people for the month and has now increased a full 3.4 percent in the first 
seven months of FY ‘09. Nonetheless, caseloads in the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program continue to 
fall, indicating that time limits, sanctions, and other barriers may be preventing single mothers from accessing cash assis-

5. FREE AND REDUCED-PRICE SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM 
A majority of the children enrolled in public schools in Oklahoma—
56.3 percent—are participating in the free and reduced-price 
lunch program during the current school year. 46.4 percent of 
children are enrolled in the free lunch program, which covers chil-
dren in households up to 130 percent of the poverty level, with an 
additional 9.8 percent, with incomes up to 185 percent of pov-
erty, receiving reduced-cost meals. There has been an eight per-
centage point increase in enrollment since FY ‘01. Fifteen coun-
ties report over 70 percent of children enrolled in the free and 
reduced-cost meal program, with Harmon County (80.7 percent) 
having the highest enrollment. 

6. STATE REVENUES 
State revenue collections continued their downward spiral in April, with General Revenues (GR) coming in well below prior year 
totals and the certified estimate for the fourth consecutive month. April’s collections were $141.3 million below April 2008      
(-21.6 percent) and $137.0 million (-21.1 percent) below the certified estimate. Every major tax came in below estimate for 
April, with gross production taxes coming in at less than half the estimated amount. Over the past four months, revenues have 
fallen 16.9 percent below the same period in FY ‘08. For the year, GR is now $171.4 million, or 3.5 percent, below the certified 
estimate. If this gap increases to above 5 percent, the state would face mandatory across-the-board cuts to agency budgets in 
June to make up the shortfall. 

Source: Oklahoma Department of Human Services (data shared with author); USDA  Food and Nutrition Service: http://www.fns.usda.gov/pd/Overview.htm 

Source: Oklahoma State Treasurer http://www.ok.gov/treasurer/Newsroom/index.html 

Contact: David Blatt, Director of Policy, dblatt@okpolicy.org; 918-382-3228.   

Oklahoma Policy Institute conducts objective analysis of state policy issues in order to better position Oklahoma to become a more           

prosperous, better educated, healthier, and increasingly equitable state. Visit www.okpolicy.org for information and analysis. 
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Source: State Department of Education, Low‐Income Reports. 2008‐09 report available at: 
//sde.state.ok.us/Schools/ChildNut/Programs/LowIncome.pdf    
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Ch ange (Jan ‐ 

Feb  09)

Mo nt hly  
Per cen t 
C han ge Fe b‐08

Ann ual 
Ch ange

Ann ual 
Pe rcen t 
c han ge

Ch ild  Car e sub sid ies ‐ P erso ns Par ticipatin g 38,5 10          38, 463        38,3 03         4 7                  0. 1% 3 9,3 89     (8 79)         ‐2.2%
Su pp lem en tal Nu tritio n Assistanc e (Fo o d Stam ps) ‐ 
Per son s P articip ating 4 44,1 84        4 42, 299      4 42,1 40       1 ,88 5            0. 4% 41 7,6 24  2 6,5 60     6.4%
So o ner Car e (M ed icaid) ‐ P erso ns P articip at ing 6 21,4 82        6 18, 056      6 18,0 56       3 ,42 6            0. 6% 60 3,0 33  1 8,4 49     3.1%
TANF (Te m po rary  Assist ance t o Need y Fam ilies) ‐  
Per son s P articip ating 18,8 95          19, 394        19,6 04         (49 9)              ‐2. 6% 1 9,1 54     (2 59)         ‐1.4%

W IC  (W o m en , Infant s,  C hild ren ) Nu tritio n P ro gr am 1 23,6 24        1 25, 604      1 25,6 37       (1 ,98 0)           ‐1. 6% 11 7,6 93  5,9 31       5.0%
Sc ho ol Lu nc h Pr ogram  ‐ C hildr en P ar ticipat in g 4 41,2 41        4 41, 276      4 46,2 05       (3 5)                 0. 0% 42 0,4 96  2 0,7 45     4.9%
Sc ho ol Breakfast Pro gram  ‐  Ch ild ren  Par ticipatin g 2 06,1 86        2 03, 948      2 06,4 07       2 ,23 8            1. 1% 19 3,7 10  1 2,4 76     6.4%
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A p r
P e r s o n a l  In c o m e  T a x 2 5 7 .0            3 2 8 .5 1 2 4 .4 ( 7 1 .5 )          1 ,6 9 3       1 ,8 4 4 .0    1 ,9 5 1 .7    - 1 5 1 .1
C o r p o r a te  In c o m e  T a x 2 4 .9              3 1 .4 5 1 .6 ( 6 .5 )            2 3 0          2 1 4 .2       3 6 9 .4       1 5 .5
G r o s s  P r o d u c tio n  T a x  3 2 .5              9 2 .6 7 8 .6 ( 6 0 .1 )          6 7 8          6 1 7 .1       5 0 5 .4       6 1 .2
S a le s  T a x 1 2 5 .3            1 1 0 .7 1 2 9 .3 1 4 .6            1 ,3 9 5       1 ,3 2 7 .9    1 ,2 6 9 .5    6 6 .6
M o to r V e h i c l e s  T a x 1 3 .7              2 5 .1 1 4 .8 ( 1 1 .4 )          1 4 6          2 1 0 .5       2 0 7 .9       -6 4 .6
O t h e r  S o u r ce s 6 0 .0              6 6 .4 8 9 .2 ( 6 .4 )            5 7 9          6 1 3 .9       6 0 8 .8       -3 5 .4
T o ta l  G e n e r a l  R e v e n u e 5 1 3 .4            6 5 4 .7 4 8 7 .9 (1 4 1 .3 )        4 ,7 2 0       4 ,8 2 7 .7    4 ,9 1 2 .6    - 1 0 7 .9


