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Dear Legislator, 
 
We urge you to modify key provisions of House Bill 1446 and Senate Bill 908, and avoid negatively impacting Oklahoma’s  
economy. 
 
The Tulsa Metro Chamber and the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber serve as economic development organizations, recruiting  
potential employers and retaining valuable existing employers.  Attracting and sustaining high-wage jobs is a top priority, and  
to do so Oklahoma must offer a high quality of life and competitive economic development incentives.  The state is making  
significant advances with its pro-business policies and reputation, and we seek to build on the vision of your leadership. 
 
Equally important to business incentives and quality of life initiatives is the public image Oklahoma conveys to prospective  
businesses and workers.  In reviewing economic data, we recognize successful states and economic regions welcome a  
diversity of individuals, talents, and insights.  Time and again, experts list inclusivity as a critical component to headquarter  
recruitment efforts and retention of new college graduates. 
 
Passing Arizona-style immigration reform will significantly damage our ability to recruit companies and individuals.  Passing 
similar legislation in Oklahoma will not only tarnish the state’s image in the United State and worldwide; it will also devastate  
the tourism and convention industries.  The message sent with state immigration reform will resonate with all companies,  
students, conventions and major events considering Oklahoma for relocation. Please see Attachment 1 for a summary of the 
economic devastation suffered by Arizona’s tourism, convention and other businesses as a result of its immigration bill. 
 
Like many of you, we strongly believe the federal government has failed to provide an immigration system to both protect the 
U.S. borders, while also meeting the workforce needs of our businesses and industries.  We understand the desire to take  
action on a state level to remedy this roadblock.  But immigration law is, at its core, a federal issue.  Yesterday, the 9th Circuit 
Court of Appeals refused to lift a stay blocking enforcement of Arizona’s immigration law from taking effect and said the 
federal government will likely prove the harsh law is unconstitutional.  Any attempt to pass Arizona-style immigration  
reform in Oklahoma will almost certainly prompt a lawsuit by the Justice Department, and require state funds to defend the 
lawsuit.  These are funds that would be far better spent on rehabilitating our failing infrastructure, educating our children, and 
building a strong economy and job market in Oklahoma. Please see Attachment 2 for a list of provisions in House Bill 1446 and 
Senate Bill 908 that we believe need to be modified or eliminated to prevent the losses suffered by Arizona. 
 
In closing, we urge you to consider the long-term financial consequences of such a bill before acting.   Thank you in advance 
for your consideration, and please feel free to call upon us as resources if we can be of any assistance. 
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