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1. EMPLOYMENT 
Oklahoma’s employment situation worsened considerably for the sec-
ond straight month in November. Since September, the number of un-
employed has increased by 25 percent, from 66,000 to 82,400. The 
unemployment rate has jumped from 3.8 percent  to 4.7 percent. An 
average of 3,185 people filed initial claims for Unemployment Insurance 
benefits each week in November, a 92 percent jump from September. 
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2. INFLATION 
Led by declining energy prices, the Consumer Price Index fell by 1.7 percent in November, the steepest  drop in prices since 
the government began keeping track in 1947. Food prices rose modestly in November (+0.2 percent) and were up 5.9 per-
cent for the year. For the first eleven months of 2008, the all-items index rose by an annualized rate of 0.7 percent after in-
creasing 4.1 percent in all of 2007. 
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Sources: Bureau of Labor Statistics: http://www.bls.gov/news.release/laus.toc.htm; http://www.economagic.com/ ; Department of Labor: http://

ows.doleta.gov/unemploy/claims.asp. Employment and unemployment figures are seasonally-adjusted. 

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Consumer Price Index: http://www.bls.gov/news.release/cpi.toc.htm 
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3. ECONOMIC GROWTH 

Economic growth in Oklahoma slowed sharply in the third 
quarter of 2008, with state personal income rising by a mea-
ger 0.2 percent compared to the prior quarter. Nationally, per-
sonal income remained unchanged in the 3rd quarter, the 
worst performance since the first quarter of 1994. Over the 
past 12 months, Oklahoma’s economy has grown by 6.0 per-
cent, still significantly above the national rate of 3.7 percent. 
 
Source: http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/sqpi/default.cfm?sqtable=SQ1  

Oklahoma Nov‐07 Oct‐08 Nov‐08
Monthly  
Change

Annual  
Change

Total Non‐Farm Employment (in 000s) 1,735          1,770          1,771          1.0 36.2

Unemployed (in 000s) 74.2 76.8 82.4 5.6 8.2

Unemployment Rate (%) 4.3 4.3 4.7 0.4 0.4

Initial UI Claims (Weekly Avg.) 1,654          2,419          3,185          766         1,531      

Continuing UI Claims (Weekly Avg). 12,902        17,290        19,438        2,148      6,536      
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4. WORK SUPPORTS AND PUBLIC BENEFITS 
Oklahoma’s key safety net programs showed indications of modestly growing demand in September. The number of Oklaho-
mans receiving Food Stamps rose for a sixth consecutive month and has now increased by  3.8 percent since March 2008. 
September also saw slight increases in participation in the SoonerCare health insurance program (+0.3 percent)  and the TANF 
(Temporary Aid to Needy Families) cash assistance program (+2.2 percent) compared to August. 

5. HEALTH INSURANCE 
There were 641,000 Oklahomans under the age of 65 without 
health insurance coverage in 2006-07, which is more than one 
out of every five non-elderly persons (21.0 percent). Oklahoma’s 
uninsured rate is four percentage points higher than the national 
average (17.1 percent). Uninsured rates for non-elderly adults are 
nearly double those of children. Since 1999-2000, there has 
been a steep drop in the percentage of non-elderly Oklahomans 
covered by private health insurance, largely offset by an increase 
in coverage in public health insurance programs. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau http://www.census.gov/hlthins/historic/index.html 
See also: Oklahoma’s Uninsured  http://okpolicy.org/files/OKUninsured2007.pdf 

6. STATE REVENUES 
Oklahoma revenue collections remain strong through the first six months of FY ‘09, with General Revenue (GR) coming in 
$224.7 million, or 7.9 percent, higher than in FY ‘08. Increased gross production taxes from natural gas and oil are responsi-
ble for most of the increase in GR collections, while personal income tax collections remain largely flat compared to last year 
and off 5 percent from two years ago. Through December, GR collections are $189.5 million, or 6.6 percent, above the certi-
fied estimate, making the prospect of shortfalls and budget cuts in the current budget year highly unlikely. However, the initial 
certified estimate for next year (FY ’10) projects $309 million less revenue than was appropriated in FY ’09.  

Source: Oklahoma Department of Human Services (data shared with author); USDA  Food and Nutrition Service: http://www.fns.usda.gov/pd/Overview.htm 

Source: Oklahoma State Treasurer http://www.ok.gov/treasurer/Newsroom/index.html 
 

Contact: David Blatt, Director of Policy, dblatt@okpolicy.org; 918-382-3228 

Oklahoma Policy Institute conducts objective analysis of state policy issues in order to better position Oklahoma to become a more prosper-

ous, better educated, healthier and increasingly equitable state. Visit www.okpolicy.org for information and analysis. 
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Ch ild  Ca r e sub sid ies  ‐ P erso ns  Pa r ticipa tin g 40,6 59          38, 651        40,7 20         38 ,55 4          (2,16 6)      ‐5 .3% (2,1 05)      ‐5.2%

Su pp lem en ta l N u tritio n A ss is ta nc e (Fo o d S ta m ps)  ‐ C a ses 1 75,4 77        1 76, 960      1 79,1 06       180 ,27 0        1,16 4       0 .6% 4,7 93       2 .7%
Su pp lem en ta l N u tritio n A ss is ta nc e (Fo o d S ta m ps)  ‐ 
Per son s  P a rticip a ting 4 17,7 63        4 17, 551      4 23,4 44       426 ,11 4        2,67 0       0 .6% 8,3 51       2 .0%
So o ner Ca r e (M ed ica id)  ‐  P erso ns  P a rticip at ing 6 13,1 88        6 01, 173      6 06,0 78       608 ,03 5        1,95 7       0 .3% (5,1 53)      ‐0.8%

T A N F  (Te m po ra ry  A ss ist a nce t o N eed y  F a m ilies ) ‐  Ca se s 9,3 24            8, 364          8,5 15           8 ,63 6            12 1          1 .4% (6 88)         ‐7.4%
T A N F  (Te m po ra ry  A ss ist a nce t o N eed y  F a m ilies ) ‐  
Per son s  P a rticip a ting 20,4 66          17, 836        18,2 21         18 ,61 6          39 5          2 .2% (1,8 50)      ‐9.0%

W IC  (W o m en , Infa nt s,  C hild ren ) N u tritio n P ro gr a m 1 24,3 83        1 26, 255      1 27,5 53       129 ,22 7        1,67 4       1 .3% 4,8 44       3 .9%

Sc ho ol Lu nc h Pr og ra m  ‐  C hildr en P ar ticipa t in g 4 36,1 26        u na va il a ble 3 97,4 05       438 ,63 1        4 1,22 6     10 .4% 2,5 05       0 .6%

Sc ho ol B rea k fa st Pro g ra m  ‐  Ch ild ren  Pa r ticipa tin g 2 02,1 77        u na va i la ble 1 79,5 64       205 ,72 4        2 6,16 0     14 .6% 3,5 47       1 .8%
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Monthly  Ge neral Reve nue C ollec tion s 
(A m ounts  in $ Mill ion s)
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FY  '09 - 
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Chan ge, FY  
'08 - FY '09 
YTD (Jul-

Dec)
Personal Incom e Tax 2 25. 3 166 .7       211 .9       (13.4 )         117 2.7 110 2.3 110 9.9 7 .6               
Corporate  Incom e Tax 35. 9 8 .6           35 .7         (0.2 )           15 6.9 12 0.1 13 1.3 11 .2             
Gross  Prod uction Tax 56. 5 63 .3         98 .7         42.2          26 7.1 32 9.5 52 3.5 194 .0           
Sales  Tax 1 43. 8 149 .7       148 .9       5.1            76 3.4 82 2.1 87 1.0 48 .9             
Moto r V ehicles  Tax 12. 3 11 .2         9 .2           (3.1 )           12 4.3 12 5.9 9 4.5 (31 .4)            
Other So urces 55. 9 56 .0         62 .9         7.0            34 8.6 34 3.9 33 8.4 (5 .5)              
Total G eneral Revenue 52 9.7       455 .5       567 .3       37.6          283 2.9 284 3.9 306 8.6 224 .7           


