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After a Wild Ride: 
Health Reform is the Law of the Land

ÅEnormous shift in 
public and social 
policy

ÅA new way of 
thinking about 
health coverage ς
ƛǘΩǎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΗ



The Building Blocks of 
Health Reform Coverage

ÅStrengthen and reform 
current private insurance 
market 

ÅExpand Medicaid for 
lowest income individuals

ÅCreate Insurance 
Exchange(s) where 
individuals and small 
business can purchase
insurance, many with tax credits



Early Wins for Children and Families



IƻƭŘ {ǘŜŀŘȅ ƻƴ YƛŘǎΩ /ƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ

ÅMaintenance of 
Effort (MOE)
ÅEligibility for 

Medicaid & CHIP
ÅEnrollment 

procedures
ÅUntil 2019 for 

children, 2014 for 
parents

ÅOpportunity to continue progress in 
enrolling all eligible children



Coverage for Young Adults

Å{ǘŀȅ ƻƴ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ 
plan up to age 26

ÅExtends Medicaid 
coverage for 
children aging out 
of foster care up to 
age 26 (2014)



Preventive and Primary Care 

ÅNo co-payments or 
deductibles on 
preventive services 

ÅGuidelines from 
American Academy 
of Pediatrics ς
Bright Futures

Å9/23/10 for new health plans

ÅIncreased reimbursement for primary 
care 2013-14



Insurance Reforms

ÅChildren can no longer 
be denied coverage for 
preexisting conditions
ÅExtends to adults in 2014 

ÅNo lifetime caps, 
restrictive annual limits 
or rescissions



Other Early Measures

ÅHigh-risk pool

ÅHHS web portal to existing coverage options

ÅGrants to help employers provide cover early 
retirees (55 ς64 yrs. old)

ÅSmall employer tax credits

ÅState employee children now can enroll in CHIP 
under certain conditions

ÅInsurers must spend 80-85% of premium 
revenue on care or refund members (2011)
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Moving to 2014
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